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PROCESSIONAL FOR THE PEACE 
YEAR-1921 

By EDNA LOGAN HUMMEL 
Here, on the rugged bluff, from whence there gleams 
The river, gray beneath the sunlit hills, 
And trees on which the kiss of Glory falls 
Till all their number thrill with vivid hues. 
I watch a long procession in array 
Of Autumn's gold and scarlet uniforms, 
Bearing this fateful year to his long home. 

And lo, you pass, old Year, as one who goes 
Not to an unremembered grave, where lies 
The far, dim land of long-forgotten times ; 
Nor yet to those scarred sepulchres of hate 
Where spectral horrors stalk the haunted mind ; 
But, sweeping forward o'er the bannered hills, 
The pageant of your passing moves along 
Triumphant to a goal of honor bright 
In Memory's trophied hall ; for you have brought 
Into the heart of man a long-sought hope, 
Such hope as women, weeping o'er their slain, 
Have prayed for since the days of Eve ; such hope 
As war-torn heroes, knowing how all vain 
Their costly victories were 'gainst future wars, 
Strove hard to realize. 
Methinks when from 
Some bold Judean height the seer beheld 
The future, clear as panoramic hills, 
He trembled, all amazed to see afar 
The white mists pierced by crimson streaks of dawn 
Aquiver in the west, and morning star 
Of peace rise in the blue. Perchance today 
That seer has place in this vast conference 
Now planning world-wide peace, and strangely thrills 
To see his ancient prophecy fulfilled. 

Bright Year, farewell ! The alabaster box 
Of international sacrifice you hold 
To bathe a world whose blood-stained feet have trod 
A bitter winepress, till that autumn day 
When Peace, victorious, flings her glowing robes 
Around you, happy Year, and bids you go, 
Thus panoplied, to glory evermore. 



DISCOURAGEMENTS AT TH£ HAGUE 

Thus far, little has been reported from the experts' con- 
ference on Russia at The Hague to dispel the gloom of 
those in this country, officials and others, who said the 
sessions would be a continuation of the Genoa Conference, 
and would offer little prospect of genuine improvement in 
the relations between Russia and the balance of Europe. 
The conference has been a series of threatened breaks. 

Some weeks before the sessions at The Hague started, 
there was a tart exchange of notes between France and 
Great Britain. On June 1 Premier Poincare in a note to 
the British Government reviewed the French theories and 
position, demanding that the Soviet Government withdraw 
its note of May 11 and reiterating that political and diplo- 
matic questions should be avoided at The Hague. The 
deduction frequently made from M. Poincafe's note was 
that he thought the powers, through their experts, should 
formulate a scheme of Russian reconstruction, and then 
lay it before the Russian delegates. The British began 
their reply by saying the French note showed some con- 
fusion of thought and unfamiliarity with the ground cov- 
ered at Genoa. It proceeded more or less along the lines 
Mr. Lloyd-George has laid down frequently — co-operation, 
acceptance of the fact of the Soviet Government's authority 
in Russia, and treatment of the problems in the light of 
expediency. On June 12 M. Poincare sent a rejoinder to 
the British, in which he intimated that confusion of thought 
plagued the British rather than the French. 

MEETING OF THE PREMIERS 

So things remained, with great expectations arising in 
some sections of British and French thought, from the 
scheduled meeting of Lloyd-George and Poincare in London 
in connection with the latter's visit for the Verdun cele- 
bration. Hope of consummation of the long-discussed 
Anglo-French pact was stimulated greatly in advance, as 
an incident of the meeting, and of the desired co-operation 
between the two nations, but the news that followed the 
meeting did not bear out the hopes. On the contrary, 
representative newspapers in both Great Britain and France 
found little satisfaction in the results of the Lloyd-George- 
Poincare conference. 

The Manchester Guardian took occasion to speak plainly 
to France on the subject of her stiff and insistent demands 
on Germany, her continued expenditures, her failure to 
increase taxes, and the maintenance of her army, described 
as "enormously greater than any present dangers can jus- 
tify." The Daily Chronicle, semi-official organ of Lloyd- 
George, said that "if Poincare hopes for conclusion of an 
Anglo-French pact, he should understand that this project 
is today far below the horizon. He should understand that 
it is the French policy of the last six months under his 
direction which has led to the eclipse of the project of the 
pact." And L'Oeuvre, considered by many an intelligent 
and independent liberal French paper, had this to say on 
the results of the Premier's conference : 

Hague Conference — nothing. 
Interallied debts — nothing. 
Anglo-French pact — nothing. 

Reparations— left with Reparation Commission, and, if 
necessary, to conference. 
Tangier — left to conference. 
Near East — left to conference. 



